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Council Agenda Report 
 
 

To: Mayor Grisanti and the Honorable Members of the City Council 
 
Prepared by:  Yolanda Bundy, Environmental Sustainability Director 
 
Approved by: Steve McClary, Interim City Manager 
 
Date prepared:  April 6, 2022     Meeting date: April 25, 2022 
 
Subject:  Professional Services Agreement for Dark Sky Outreach and 

Implementation Consulting Services 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Authorize the Mayor to execute a professional services 
agreement with Design Services, Inc. dba Benya Burnett Consultancy to provide Dark 
Sky Outreach and Implementation consulting services. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: No additional appropriation is required. Funding for this project in the 
amount of $60,000 was included in the Mid-Year Amendment to the Adopted Budget for 
Fiscal Year 2021-2022 in Account No. 101-2004-5100 (Building Safety Professional 
Services).  
 
WORK PLAN: This item was included as Item #5l in the Adopted Work Plan for Fiscal 
Year 2021-2022. 
 
DISCUSSION: By October 15, 2022, commercial, residential, and institutional properties’ 
exterior lighting must comply with the City’s Dark Sky code to protect Malibu's 
environment and community quality of life from light pollution. Title 17 (Zoning) of the 
Malibu Municipal Code, Chapter 17.41 regulates outdoor lighting through the addition of 
comprehensive, citywide outdoor lighting standards. 
 
On February 14, 2022, a Request for Proposals (RFP) for a contract consultant for a 
highly qualified firm experienced in lighting, new code implementation, and outreach to 
assist with the implementation of the Malibu Dark Sky Ordinance was released. The RFP 
listed the following tasks:  
 
Task 1 – Streamline Development Process 

- Review and evaluate how the City’s development process could be streamlined for 
processing Dark Sky applications  
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- Update the City’s applications and forms for Dark Sky  
 
Task 2- Public Outreach and Training 

- Create a Community Outreach Plan that includes outreach strategies and 
timelines for educating commercial, institutional, and residential property owners.   

- Create educational outreach tools such as flyers and handouts for commercial, 
institutional, and residential properties. 

- Recommend edits for the City’s Dark Sky website to improve the community’s 
understanding of the Dark Sky requirements and steps to compliance. 

- Conduct at least two (2) public workshops to educate commercial, institutional, 
and residential parcel owners on how to meet Dark Sky compliance.   

- Make presentations to City Council, the community, and other agencies as 
requested by the Planning or Environmental Sustainability Director. 

- Answer questions from the public.  
 
Additionally, the RFP required applicants to enumerate the firm’s capabilities and 
experience in providing these requested services. The City received a proposal from one 
(1) firm, Design Services, Inc. dba Benya Burnett Consultancy.  
 
In November of 2021, the City entered into an agreement with Benya-Burnett 
Consultancy to review the five outstanding gas station applications for feasible 
alternatives to comply with the trespass requirements. Based on the quality of the 
current RFP package, and the quality of service currently provided, staff suggests 
authorizing the Mayor to execute an agreement with Design Services, Inc. dba Benya 
Burnett Consultancy. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: Do not select Benya Burnett Consultancy and release a new RFP, or 
give other direction to staff.   
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
1. Professional Services Agreement for Design Services, Inc. dba Benya Burnett 

Consultancy 
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